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If Jesus had been the fussy sort of teacher we sometimes meet, he would
have said: so you want to follow me, Peter? Remember you are a sinner,
so first you must truly repent of your sins and purify yourself, otherwise
you will not be fit to follow me. Instead, Jesus leads Peter to make an act
of faith. As a result of that act of faith, Peter realises the greatness,
goodness and power of Jesus and he easily and instinctively, without any
effort, forsakes his sin. So Jesus leads Peter first of all where he wants to
lead him, to sincere purification, humility, to a realisation of the need of
God'’s mercy, so that Peter will be in a position to understand the mercy of
the kerygma and the word of salvation. He leads him in this totally free,
human way, without hardness and upset.

We can apply this to our own way of penitence, a way which is so
necessary for every man and woman in this world, and above all necessary
for the evangelist. We must always remember that it is the consideration
of God’s mercy towards us, his power and his goodness, that helps us to
realise our poverty and need of salvation.

Ministers of the Gospel

Carlo M. Martini
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Blessing of the Community Room

i On Thursday 11" February, Archbishop Peter Smith will celebrate i
| Mass with us at 7.00pm. and bless the new community room. This |
| will mark the culmination of our building project. The past year has |
| been full of upheaval and outward change, but it has also been a |
| wonderful experience of co-operation and unselfishness. Our Mass |
| with the Archbishop will be a fitting prayer of thanks for that and |

also the beginning of a new phase in our life together. |

Collections for weekending 30"1/31St January

. Development/ Church Smarty
CHURCH Gift Aid Loose RestorationFund History Boxes
Monmouth | £132.50 | £318.96 £420.00 £25.00 -
Llanarth - £168.20 £17.00 - £17.00

Parish Development Project

We continue to progress in minor but important ways. The lift has now been fully
commissioned and new lights and a notice board installed in the parish rooms while the
broken glass in the church porch is being replaced, wobbly benches stabilized as much as
possible and the church locks have been changed. Symbolically, a Certificate of
Completion has been signed and sent to the Historic Churches Committee relating to
completion of the works specifically approved under the faculties granted to us.

National Marriage Week
It is hoped that every parish in the Archdiocese will focus on marriage at some point
during the week commencing on 13" February to 20" February.

Wanted: Readers & Eucharistic Ministers

This is your third and final opportunity to confirm, amend or add your details to the lists
at the back of church to join the new rota for the next 12 months. After this weekend,
the forms will be removed and the new rotas prepared for collection from the back of
church on 20/21 February. Thank you to all volunteers.

After Mass Coffee Mornings

We can re-start in February, now that we have the new Parish Rooms. We need new
Hosts/Hostesses for the First Sunday of each month. Younger and newer parishioners
will be especially welcome - no upper or lower age limits - lack of experience no bar.
Help will be freely given. Have Courage! Please Volunteer and sign the list on the back
table in church. S & F Committee.



Churches Together in Monmouth (CTIM)
One of the events during the week of prayer for Christian Unity was the Walk
between three of the Churches in Monmouth, with a short talk in each on the theme
of the week, “We are witnesses”. About 30 participated, going first to the Methodist
Church where Rev Barry Smith gave the first talk. We then walked round to St
Priory church to be addressed by Rev David McGladdery and also where all lit a candle
as a prayer. The final talk was in our own Church where Father Nick gave a short talk
followed by Taize choral music and then refreshments for all in the new Parish Rooms.
It was a very convivial evening and | would like to thank our parishioners who provided
the hospitality for the group.
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all that LINKS, the Monmouth Christian Youth Clu,b meets every Sunday evening from
6:00 to 7:30 pm in the Priory Rooms and all young people from whatever Church are
welcome. The evening consists of some food, games and a short talk on a Christian
theme and costs 50p! Perhaps some of our young parishioners might be interested?

Christianity Explored 46 in total came to the initial meeting and guests have signed up
for Monday eve 7.00pm to 8.30pm at Wyesham Christian Fellowship, Wednesday
afternoon 1.15pm to 2.45pm at the Monmouth Baptist church (créche provided) and
Thursday Eve 7.00pm to 8.30pm at Peter and Rosemary Waghorn's house in Maypole.
If anyone else wants to go they are still welcome to join any group.

Parish Advisory Council Meeting
There will be a meeting of the Parish Advisory Council at 7:30pm. on Wednesday, 10"

February

at

at the back of the church.

Ecumenical Lent Course
The Council of Churches in Abergavenny is organising an ecumenical Lent study course
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22" February and it is anticipated that there will be one based in the Llanarth area.
Please sign up if you are interested. Further details are on the notice board and from
Aidan Reynolds —01873 832220 or from Michael Woodward.

Please remember in your prayers Edith Badham, Alison Potts, Jadwiga Umieszczyuk,
Pauline Williams, John Jones and all the members of our parish who are sick.
Remember also those whose anniversaries occur about this time.

Date Eucharistic Minister Reader Welcomer
sat. 6" Feb Mrs Anne May Mrs Kath Fallon Mr & Mrs Don Harvey
sun.7™ Feb Mrs Hilary Gooch Chi | dr en ' s| Children of the Parish

Sat. 13" Feb
Sun. 14™ Feb

Mrs Anne May
Mrs Carmel Lamb

Mr Peter Field
Mr Roger Ruston

Mrs Shelagh Adams
Mr & Mrs W.Tampling




Mass Times for Week 6t to 14th February

Sat. 6" Feb | 6.00pm | Mass — People of the Parish Monmouth
9.15am | Mass — Cyril McGrath Monmouth
Sun. | 7" Feb
11.00am | Mass —Fr. Dominic Blaney Llanarth
Mon | 8" Feb | 9.15am | Mass — Angela Browne Monmouth
Tue. | 9" Feb | 9.15am Eucharistic Service Monmouth
Wed. | 10" Feb | 10.30am | Mass = Private Intentign Llanarth
St. Scholastica
th « | Mass — Special Intention
Thur. | 117 feb | 7.00pm Our Lady of Lourdes, World Day for the Sick Monmouth
Fri 12" Feb | 9.15am | Mass — Ron Badham Monmouth
Sat. | 13" Feb | 10.30am | Mass — Holy Souls Monmouth
* .
Please note change of time.
6th Sunday of the Year
Sat. | 13" Feb | 6.00pm | Mass — Mary Jefferies Monmouth
9.15am | Mass — Special Intention (Walsh) Monmouth
Sun. | 14" Feb
11.00am | Mass — People of the Parish Llanarth

Newsletter Item: Please contact Pat Munday by mid-day Thursday at the
latest for any items to be included.




