St Mary’s Catholic Church, Monmouth

and

St Mary &l St Michael, Llanarth
(Parishes of the Archdiocese of Cardiff. Registered No: 242380)

Parish Priest: Fr. Nicholas James

Telephone No: (01600) 712029 website: www.monmouth-catholic.org.
e-mail: stmarymon@tiscali.co.uk www.llanarth-catholic.org.

A Happy &L Holy Christmas to Everyone

4t Sunday of Advent

Notice the choice of words and their precise meaning. Elizabeth
was the first to hear the voice; but John was the first to
experience grace. She heard according to the order of nature; he
leaped because of the mystery. She recognised the arrival of
Mary; he the arrival of the Lord. The woman recognised the
women'’s arrival; the child, that of the child. The women speak of
grace; the babies make it effective from within to the advantage
of their mothers who, by a double miracle, prophesy under the
inspiration of their babies.

The infant leaped, the mother was filled with the Spirit. The
mother was not filled before the son, but after the son was filled
with the Holy Spirit, he filled his mother too. John leaped and the
spirit of Mary rejoiced. As John leaped, Elizabeth is filled, but we
know that Mary was not filled but her spirit rejoiced. For he who
cannot be comprehended was working in his mother’s womb in
ways beyond comprehension. Elizabeth was filled with the Spirit
after she had conceived, and Mary before. ‘Blessed are you’, she
said, ‘who believed.’

St. Ambrose
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Collections for week ending 12'"/13" December

Monmouth:
Loose Gift Aid Dev.Fund Cards Candles | 100 Club | Church History
£195.82 £145.00 £555.00 £66.39 £61.87 | £150.00 £202.50
Llanarth:
Loose Restoration Special Collection
£104.80 £220.00 £148.67

Second Collection
A reminder that the usual monthly collection for the Parish Development Fund will
take place next weekend 26”‘/27th December.

Message from the SVP
A huge 'Thank you ' to everyone who stripped the Advent Twig of its leaves and
then returned such a rich harvest for the lonely and needy in Monmouth.

Parish Development Project

Just as Kath Beavis received the sum of £1,500 for the development fund from The
Monmouth Charity in November so you will be pleased to learn that Michael
Hoddinott obtained a donation of £1,500 from The Judge James Ross Charitable Trust
in December. This is the second time that both charities have contributed to the fund
and we wish to acknowledge their continued kindness towards us. Happily, the project
work is now nearing completion and all parishioners are most welcome to look round
the communal area after Mass on Saturday and Sunday. These basic facilities will be
available for parish use before Christmas subject to our Architect, Tim Pitt-Lewis,
approving the work.

Church History

David Powell’s history of our church has been long out of print and the data file lost.
With kind permission, Robert Derricott has re-typed, added new references and
updated it to include the current refurbishment. Read about the treasures and the
amazing history of one of the oldest post-Reformation Catholic Churches in Britain.
Copies are now available from Robert or Fr. Nicholas, price £4.50. All proceeds to the
parish development fund.

Bidding Prayers: It has been suggested that parishioners might help to compose the
prayers of intercession used in Mass on Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings, thus
assuring their freshness and relevance. If you would be prepared to help, please add
your name, telephone number and preferred month to the list at the back of church
over the next couple of weeks. The prayers are supposed to have a particular structure
and sequence, and this would just need to be checked with Fr. Nicholas before they
are finalised. He will be only too happy to assist.



| Warmest wishes to all parishioners as we prepare to celebrate |
. the great feast of Christ’s Birth. Many thanks for all the good |
| work, co-operation and material generosity which has made this |
| such a significant year for the parish. |
| Father Nick, |

Good-bye & Welcome

We extend our best wishes to Fr. John Meredith, formerly of Cwmbran and who has
taken up a new appointment at Maesteg. His place as Dean will be taken by Fr. Kevin
Paine of Newbridge. We welcome him and wish him all the best.

Llanarth News

Joint carol service
Our joint carol service with the local Anglican community will be held at 3 p.m. today
at St Teilo’s Church, Llanarth. Please come and support.

Calendars for sale

The Llanarth church calendars are now available featuring Michael Woodward’s
beautiful photographs of the church and its surroundings. They are A3 size and cost
£7. The money received from all copies sold through the church will go directly to our
church building restoration fund.

Tea and coffee after Mass
There will be tea and coffee after Mass next Sunday, 27" December.

Please remember in your prayers all the members of our parish who are sick,
including Edith Badham, and remembering also those whose anniversaries occur
about this time.

Date Eucharistic Minister Reader Welcomer

Sat. 19" December
Sun.20™ December

Mrs Lynne Derricott
Mr Brian Cookson

Mrs Elizabeth Allcock
Mrs Babs Jones

Mrs Pat Munday
Mrs Faye McGrath

Fri. 24™ December
Sat.25™ December

Mrs Hilary Gooch
Mrs Carmel Lamb

Mr Charles Boase
Mr Michael King

Mr & Mrs M. Keyton
Mr & Mrs W. Tampling

Sat. 26™ December
Sun. 27""December

Mrs Frances David
Mrs Helen Quinn

Mrs Anne May
Mrs Margaret Kelly

Mrs Elizabeth Allcock
Mr Brian Cookson

sat. 2" January

Sun. 3" January

Mrs Patricia Hill
Mr Roger Ruston

Mr Jerry Fox
Children’s Mass




Mass Times for Week19t Decemberto 34 January 2010

Sat. 19" Dec | 6. 00pm | Mass - Winifred Griffiths Monmouth
9.15am | Mass - People of the Parish Monmouth
Sun | 20" Dec
11.00am | Mass - Special Intention Llanarth
Mon | 21" Dec | 9.15am | Mass- Morgan Intention Monmouth
Tue. | 22™Dec | 9.15am | Mass- Benjamin Rees Monmouth
Wed. | 23" Dec | 10.30am | Mass -  Special Intention Llanarth
9.15am Mass - Patrick |(/|j/a/sh 7 Monmouth
Thur. | 24% Dec Deceased Family
Midnight | Mass - People of the Parish Monmouth
9.15am | Mass - Howard Woodward Monmouth
Fri. | 25" Dec
11.00am | Mass - Special Intention Llanarth
10.30am | Mass - John Slocombe Monmouth
Sat. | 26" Dec -
6.00pm Mass - People of the Parish Monmouth
Feast of St. Stephen
Mass - Wilfred & Lucy Richards,
" 9.15pm Roy Munday & Roger Adamson Monmouth
Sun. | 277 Dec Feast of the Holy Family
11.00am | Mass - Special Intention Llanarth
Mon | 28" Dec | 10.30am Mass-  Special Intention Monmouth
Feast of the Holy Innocents
Tue. | 29" Dec | 9.15am | Mass- Rose Coyle Monmouth
Wed. | 30" Dec | 10.30am | Mass - Private Intention Llanarth
Thur | 31" Dec | 9.15am | Mass- Teresa Rees Monmouth
Fri 1" Jan 9.15am | Mass - Holy Souls Monmouth
10.30am | Mass - Special Intention Monmouth
Sat | 2™ Jan
6.00pm | Mass - Roy Munday RIP Monmouth
9.15am | Mass - Special Intention (Rowan) Monmouth
Sun | 3" Jan
11.00am | Mass - People of the Parish Llanarth

Confessions confessions will be heard as usual immediately after Saturday morning Mass
and also on Tuesday 22™ and Wednesday 23" December between 7.00pm and 8.00pm, in
preparation for Christmas.



