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2nd Synday of Advent

6th December 2009

Through the fullness of your grace, the things in the lower world
rejoice in the gift of freedom and the things above the world are
gladdened by being renewed. Through the one glorious son of your
glorious virginity all the just who died before his life-giving death
rejoice that their captivity has been ended, and the angels delight

that their half-ruined city is restored.

O woman, full and more than full of grace, all creation has received
of the overflow of your fullness and its youth has been renewed! O
blessed and more than blessed Virgin, through your blessing all
creation is blessed. Not only is creation blessed by the creator, but

creation blesses its creator.

St. Anselm
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Collections for weekending 28"'/29th Nov.

CHURCH Gift Aid Loose Dev. Fund Bazaar Raffle
Monmouth £215.80 £188.81 £1,335.42 £1,866.42 £251.00
Llanarth £262.00

CAMEO (Come and meet each other)

The next meeting of cameo is on Tuesday 8™ December at 7.30p.m. in the Priory Rooms. This is a
social meeting with mulled wine and mince pies to consider the meetings for the New Year.
Everyone welcome!

Christianity Explored

For a number of years now ALPHA courses based on the Bible teaching of the ‘Meaning of Life’ have
been run in Monmouth with the support of ‘Churches Together in Monmouth’. This year a different
course entitled ‘CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED’ explores three questions: Who was Jesus? Why did he
come? What does it mean to follow him? The course will last 10 weeks of 2 hour sessions one a
week. To find out more about the course there is an introductory presentation being held at
Monmouth Priory, 7.00pm-8.30pm on Monday 25" January 2010 and everyone is welcome. For
further information please telephone Mike on 01600 715689 or go on the Christianity Explored
website: www.christianityexplored.org.

Message from the SVP: The Advent Twig

The 'Twig' is now installed at the back of church with the labels for our annual SVP gifts. Please, if
you feel you can, take one of the labels, buy whatever is written on it and wrap it up, attach the
label to the parcel (VITAL!!), and return it to the box beneath the Twig, by Sunday December 6th.
The SVP will then deliver the Christmas presents, on your behalf, to local people who are lonely or in
need. Thank you very much.

Church History

David Powell’s history of our church has been long out of print and the data file lost. With kind
permission, Robert Derricott has re-typed, added new references and updated it to include the
current refurbishment. Read about the treasures and the amazing history of one of the oldest post-
Reformation Catholic Churches in Britain. Copies are now available from Robert or Fr. Nicholas, price
£4.50. All proceeds to the parish development fund.

Bidding Prayers: It has been suggested that parishioners might help to compose the prayers of
intercession used in Mass on Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings, thus assuring their freshness
and relevance. If you would be prepared to help, please add your name, telephone number and
preferred month to the list at the back of church over the next couple of weeks. The prayers are
supposed to have a particular structure and sequence, and this would just need to be checked with
Fr. Nicholas before they are finalised. He will be only too happy to assist.

Christmas Bazaar

Fr. Nick extends his most sincere thanks for the wonderful response to the Christmas Bazaar last
Saturday, to all who worked so hard for the success of this event, both financially and socially.
Although there were a number of bazaars on the same day the support shown by parishioners and
friends resulted in the excellent total of £1,866.42. My thanks to everyone.

Confessions
Confessions will be heard as usual immediately after Saturday morning Mass and also on Tuesday
22" and Wednesday 23" December between 7.00pm and 8.00pm, in preparation for Christmas.
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Journeying Together — A Celebration of Traditions

Many thanks to the all those who were able to attend the service, last Sunday, at Welsh Newton
Church. It was a lovely coming together and our friends are more than keen to repeat the
experience in the future. It was good to have the opportunity to thank them for the care of the
St. John Kemble grave.

Baptisms
Our prayers and best wishes go to Oliver Raisborough who is to be Baptised during Sunday
morning Mass and Emma Rose Derricott who will be Baptised in the afternoon.

Parish Development Project

Last weekend many parishioners enthusiastically viewed the newly refurbished presbytery and
were very complimentary about what has been accomplished. Then, as planned, on 1 December
Fr Nick James moved into his new home. This is a real milestone in the life of the parish thanks
to your commitment to the project.

News from Llanarth
Faith-sharing Group
This week’s meeting will be Lectio Divina at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday at Church Farm.

The Big Clean
We will be giving the church a thorough clean in preparation for Christmas on Saturday 12" Dec.

Joint Carol Service
Our joint carol service with the Anglican community will be held at 3 p.m. on Sunday 20™ at St
Teilo’s Church, Llanarth.

Sile’s Happy Chicks Appeal

Sile Barrett has been absolutely overwhelmed by the generosity of people’s donations for Sister
Elizabeth’s happy chicks at Shantinilayam Monastery, Bangalore. The chickens are an important
source of food and income for the Sisters which they use to support not only themselves but
local people in need. The amount eventually reached was over £800 and another donation of
£120 was received to support the welfare of Maria and Banu, Sile and Usha’s adopted girls.
Sister Elizabeth is thrilled and the barn is going to be named St Mary & St Michael’s!

Photographs to follow.

Please remember in your prayers Doris Vick, who died recently, may she rest in peace.
We pray for all the members of our parish who are sick, including Edith Badham, and
remembering also those whose anniversaries occur about this time.

Date Eucharistic Minister Reader Welcomer
Sat. 5" December | Mrs Kath Fallon Mrs Lesley Vessey Mr & Mrs Don Harvey
Sun 6" December | Mrs Catherine Close | Children’s Mass Children of the Parish
Sat. 12™ December | Volunteer Please Mrs B. Keyton Shelagh Adams
sun.13™ December | Mrs Frances Cloud Mr. Peter Field Juliet Sweeting




Mass Times for Week 5t to 13th December

Sat. 5" Dec | 6.00pm | Mass— Maffia Family Intention Monmouth

9.15am | Mass — Special Intention Monmouth
Sun 6" Dec

11.00am | Mass - People of the Parish Llanarth
Mon | 7" Dec | 9.15am | ™Mass— AnnGeorge Monmouth

Feast of St. Ambrose
, Mass — Les Goode
Tue. 8" Dec | 9.15am The Immaculate Conception of the Monmouth
Blessed Virgin Mary
Wed. | 9" Dec | 10.30am | Mass - Darina Blakemore Llanarth
Thur. | 10" Dec | 9.15am | Mass - Special Intention Monmouth
Fri 11" Dec | 9.15am | Mass— Holy Souls Monmouth
Feast of St. Damasus I, Pope
Sat. | 12" Dec | 10.30am Mass - Special Intention Monmouth
St. Jane Frances de Chantal
3" Sunday of Advent
13th December, 2009

Sat. | 12" Dec 6.00pm | Mass — Irene Derricott Monmouth

9.15am | Mass— People of the Parish Monmouth
Sun. | 13" Dec

11.00am | Mass - Private Intention Llanarth

Newsletter Item:Please contact Pat Munday by mid-day Thursdayat the latest for
any items to be included.




