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27th Sunday of the Year 
  4th October 2009 

 
 

The times of dryness result in the soul walking with purity in the love of God. The 

soul is no longer motivated by the enjoyment and delight of the actions 

themselves when they prove to be so delightful to the taste, because the soul’s 

only desire now is to please God. Complacency and presumption are things which 

belong to the prosperous days of the soul. The soul now displays no self 

confidence at all, which is the essence of Godly reverence, which enables the 

virtues to grow. As we have already pointed out, this dryness quenches the soul’s 

thirst for desiring the things of the world. Except for the pleasure which God 

himself gives at certain moments, it would be surprising to find the soul 

experiencing pleasure and comfort through its senses as a result of its own efforts 

and spiritual exercises, as we have also already pointed out. 

 

In this dark and dry night the soul grows in its reverence for God and in its longing 

to serve him. For, as the breasts of sensuality on which the soul used to feed to 

appetites dry up, it longs to serve God alone, which is so pleasing in God’s sight. 

 

The Dark Night of the Soul 
St. John of the Cross 
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Collections: 

CHURCH GIFT AID LOOSE 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 
RESTORATION 

FUND 

Monmouth £184.00 £242.48 £413.02 - 

Llanarth - £147.95 - £240.00 

 
CAFOD Family Fast Day  
This year the focus is on how the financial crisis is affecting the world's poorest people. 
Our envelopes feature the story of Margaret Mueni, a mother of seven from Kenya, who 
lost her job and then her home and battles to survive as food prices rise. CAFOD works 
hard to reach those in desperate need across the world, providing essentials such as 
food, water and medicines but because of the financial downturn, aid is worth almost a 
third less than it was last year.  The collection will take place at all Masses this weekend. 
 
SVP Annual Raffle 
SVP raffle tickets, price 50p, will be on sale after Mass this weekend 3

rd
/4

th
 October and 

also next weekend 10
th

/11
th

 October.  N.B. I'm afraid we have to ask for the money on 
the spot!  Please could all counterfoils be returned by Sunday 18th October.  Thank you 
very much. 
 
Parish Christmas Raffle 
This weekend we would like to ask you to take three books of raffle tickets home to sell 
to family, friends and neighbours.  You have until the end of November before we need 
the stubs and monies back.  Many thanks for your continued support. 
 
Sea Sunday Appeal Collection 2009 
A letter of thanks has been received from Sheila Bailey, Director of Fundraising & 
Communications.  “It is with deep sincerity that I write on behalf of the many thousands 
of seafarers we serve to thank you and your congregation for your generous 
contribution to the Sea Sunday Appeal for the work of the Apostleship of the Sea (AoS).” 
(The full letter is posted on the Notice Board). 
 
26

th
 September the Fun Evening with Music & Skittles 

A wonderful evening was held at the Royal Oak with a magnificent turnout of 
parishioners and guests.  The Social Committee would like to thank everybody for 
their support and enthusiasm and for donations received from those who could not 
attend.  An amazing sum of £355.38 was raised.  Thank you. 
 
St. Anne’s Hospice 
A Rare Plant Fair and Garden Opening at Llanover House, Near Abergavenny, NP7 9EF in 
aid of St. Anne’s Hospice. Entrance £4. Children Free.  Refreshments.  The Autumn 
colour in the garden should be superb.  Today (4

th
 October) 11.00am to 4.00pm. 

 
CAMEO (Come and Meet Each Other) – will meet next on Tuesday, 13

th
 October at 

7.30p.m. in the Priory Rooms. This will be your opportunity to hear about the Parish 
Pilgrimage to Andalucia on the return of our pilgrims. Please come. Everyone welcome! 

 



Archdiocese of Cardiff Schools 
Annual Mass for school and college staff.  ‘Christ has no body now but yours’. The 
Memorial of St. Teresa of Jesus, Thursday 15

th
 October 7.30pm at Bishop Hedley High 

School, Merthyr Tydfil. Main celebrant: Most Rev. Peter Smith, Archbishop of Cardiff. 

  
Cardiff Archdiocesan Music Resources Group 
‘Gather Us In’ an evening for musicians and those who plan liturgies led by Marty 
Haugen on Monday 12

th
 October 2009 at St. Mary’s Parish Hall, Ewenny Road, 

Bridgend, CF31 3HS at 7.00 – 9.30pm.  Cost: £5.00 including tea and coffee.  
NNPM/SSG/RSCM members £4.00 – under 18s free.   
- To book a place telephone: 029 2065 3216 or 01792 775898. 
- email: frances.bibey:ntlworld.com or Jennifer.burridge:ssg.org.uk. 
 
Bereavement Support Training 
A series of training entitled ‘Befriending the bereaved’ is to be held at the University 
of Cardiff Catholic Chaplaincy, 62 Park Place, Cardiff, from 7.00pm to 9.15pm on 
Tuesdays, October 6, 13, 20.  For more information or to book a place please contact 
Anne Ballard on 029 20212821 or email annejim98@yahoo.com. 
 
Celebrate Family Conference 
A weekend family conference, organised, by Catholic Charismatic Renewal, is being 
held on 24th and 25th October 2009 at St Bede’s Catholic College in Bristol.  The 
weekend will feature a wide range of talks, workshops and worship and there will be 
separate streams for children and young adults. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop 
Declan of Clifton Diocese. The conference is non-residential and fees (which include 
the evening meal onSaturday) are £30 for adults, £20 for young adults (16-22), £10 for 
children (4-15) and free for under 4s.  For more information visit 
www.celebrateconference.org/west.  Alternatively, call Richard Tonkin (01600 
719133), who has copies of the booking form. 
 

Llanarth News 
Taize Evening  

Sunday 4
th

 October at The Bryn Barn (on the Ewyas Harold/Longtown Road: follow the 
signs). Bring a cushion or prayer stool if you like. For more information contact 
www.taize.fr  
 

 
Please remember in your prayers all the members of our parish who are sick, and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this time.   

 

Date 
Eucharistic 

Minister 
Reader Welcomer 

Sat.   3
rd

 October 

Sun . 4
th

 October 

Mrs Kath Fallon 

Mr Brian Cookson 

Mr Jerry Fox 

Children’s Mass 

Mr & Mrs Keyton 

Children of the Parish 

Sat. 10
th

 October 

Sun. 11
th

 October 

Volunteer Please 

Mrs Frances Cloud 

Mr Michael Hoddinott 

Miss Ciara Davies 

Mrs Elizabeth Allcock 

Wilf &  Pat Tampling 

 

mailto:annejim98@yahoo.com
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Mass Times for Week 3rd  to 11th October 
 

Sat.   3rd Oct.  6.00pm Mass –  Rose McLaughlin Monmouth  

Sun 4th Oct. 

9.15am Mass –  People of the Parish Monmouth 

11.00am Mass  -  Private Intention Llanarth 

Mon 5th Oct. No Mass  
 

Tue.    6th Oct. No Mass  
 

Wed.   7th Oct. No Mass  
Our Lady of the Rosary  

Thur.  8th Oct. No Mass 
 

 Fri 9th Oct. No Mass  
 

 Sat.   10th Oct. No Mass  
 

 
 
 
 

28th   Sunday of Ordinary Time 
11th October 2009 

 

Sat. 10th Oct 6.00pm Mass -    Private Intention Monmouth 

Sun. 11th Oct 

9.15am Mass –   Barbara Snape Monmouth 

11.00am Mass -    People of the Parish Llanarth 

 
 
 

 
Newsletter Item: Please contact Pat Munday by mid-day Thursday at the latest for any 
items to be included. 

 
 


