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25th Sunday of the Year 

  20th September 2009 

Home Mission Day 
 

 

One of the great misfortunes of the question-and-answer method of the old 

catechisms was that people’s real experiences were ignored.  Not denied – 

merely discounted. The right answer was what mattered. It did not matter that 

one had not yet experienced the question. Even more important, the questions 

coming out of people’s lived experience were generally not the questions which 

the catechism answered. 

 

This is probably a perpetual problem for religion. Many of the truths of religion 

deal with what we ought to do, the way we ought to be, and the kind of answers 

we ought to give to life’s big questions. But the oughts cannot be understood 

until there has been some serious reflection on experience. A friend and I once 

came upon a huge arrangement of rocks alongside a hill, visible for miles, 

thousands of stones on the ground spelled out to read “Christ is the answer!” My 

companion, who was not a lover of slogans, could only remark, “But what was 

the question?” 

 

None of the resurrection stories in the gospels begin with answers. They all begin 

with the women’s wonder and fear, the disciples’ confusion and doubt – qualities 

which the Baltimore Catechism hardly considered virtues. And yet, in the New 

Testament, these are the raw experiences out of which the disciples; lived 

experience of the risen Lord began to take shape. 

 

‘The Book of Sacramental Basics’ 

 

 

  

http://www.monmouth-catholic.org/


The second collection taken this weekend is for The St. Barnabas Society 
Cyprian Blamires (regional organiser for the society) will be speaking about the work at 
all Masses. 
The second collection next week will be the usual monthly collection for the Parish 
Development Fund.  Brown envelopes will be available at the back of the church. 
 
Children’s Liturgy  
The liturgy for children will commence as soon as space is available to accommodate 
them in the new communal rooms.  However, Mary McGrath would be grateful for some 
help on Sunday mornings from the end of October/November, when it is hoped that the 
Children’s Liturgy will start.  Please contact Mary. 
 
Calling Children/Young People of the Parish 
Having recently lost two recorder players, we now need more children/young 
people who can play an instrument to accompany hymns, or if you are really brave, to 
play on your own. We also need singers and percussion players. The idea is to take part 
in an act of worship whatever your ability. We aren't looking for concert performers, 
although they will not be turned away! It goes without saying that the children 
should be the main contributors to the Mass and that without them there simply would 
not be any point, so please come forward and ring Helen. I would love to hear from you. 
 
Celebrate Family Conference 
A weekend family conference, organised, by Catholic Charismatic Renewal, is being held 
on 24th and 25th October 2009 at St Bedes Catholic College in Bristol.  The weekend will 
feature a wide range of talks, workshops and worship and there will be separate streams 
for children and young adults. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Declan of Clifton 
Diocese. The conference is non-residential and fees (which include the evening meal on 
Saturday) are £30 for adults, £20 for young adults (16-22), £10 for children (4-15) and 
free for under 4s.  For more information visit www.celebrateconference.org/west.  
Alternatively, call Richard Tonkin (01600 719133), who has copies of the booking form. 
 
 

Fund Raising and Social Committee 
Christmas Bazaar 
The Social Committee would like you to start thinking about the bazaar. Quality items 
will be required for the various stalls.  Owing to lack of storage space items will be 
accepted from October. 
Parish Raffle 
This year we are restarting the Parish Raffle that we had for many years.  Prizes are 
£200, £100 and £50.  Books cost £5 or £1 each ticket.  Thank you for your continued 
support. 
Fun Evening of Skittles Next Saturday 26

th
 September 

To be held at the Royal Oak. Some skittles and music evening with a ‘bread and cheese’ 
supper.  Please do try and come to this social event.  Tickets £6.50 are now available 
from any Committee Member. 
 
 
Please remember in your prayers all the members of our parish who are sick, and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this time.   
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Archdiocese of Cardiff Schools 
Annual Mass for school and college staff.  Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ōƻŘȅ ƴƻǿ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎΩ. The 
Memorial of St. Teresa of Jesus, Thursday 15

th
 October 7.30pm at Bishop Hedley High 

School, Merthyr Tydfil. Main celebrant: Most Rev. Peter Smith, Archbishop of Cardiff. 
 
Cardiff Archdiocesan Music Resources Group 
‘Gather Us In’ an evening for musicians and those who plan liturgies led by Marty 
Haugen on Monday 12

th
 October 2009 at St. Mary’s Parish Hall, Ewenny Road, 

Bridgend, CF31 3HS at 7.00 – 9.30pm.  Cost: £5.00 including tea and coffee.  
NNPM/SSG/RSCM members £4.00 – under 18s free.   
- To book a place telephone: 029 2065 3216 or 01792 775898. 
- email: frances.bibey:ntlworld.com or Jennifer.burridge:ssg.org.uk. 
 
Bereavement Support Training 
A series of training entitled ‘.ŜŦǊƛŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǊŜŀǾŜŘΩ is to be held at the University 
of Cardiff Catholic Chaplaincy, 62 Park Place, Cardiff, from 7.00pm to 9.15pm on 
Tuesdays, September 22, 29 October 6, 13, 20.  For more information or to book a 
place please contact Anne Ballard on 029 20212821 or email annejim98@yahoo.com. 
 
Funeral of Mrs Irena Materklas 
Alina Cawthorne would like to extend her sincere thanks to everyone involved in the 
preparation of the church and flower arrangements; to those who participated in the 
Requiem Mass; the Readers, the many parishioners and especially to Fr. Nicholas for 
the beautiful farewell to a very remarkable lady.   
 

Llanarth News 
Parish Picnic  

Thanks to everyone who contributed to making Sunday such a success. Thanks 
especially to Clarissa and Julian for their hospitality and for providing the wonderful 
setting. In addition to enjoying ourselves, we also managed to raise £260 for our 
building restoration project!  
Relics of St Therese  

A group of us will be going to Cardiff Cathedral this Tuesday evening for Mass, leaving 
at 4.00p.m. If you would like to come, please speak to Michael Woodward.  
Faith-sharing Group  

There will be no meeting this Tuesday due to the Cardiff trip. Next week will be as 
normal.  
Tea and coffee  

There will be tea and coffee after Mass next Sunday 27th September.  
Taize Evening  

Sunday 4
th

 October at The Bryn Barn (on the Ewyas Harold/Longtown Road: follow the 
signs). Bring a cushion or prayer stool if you like. For more information contact John on 
01981-241046 and/or www.taize.fr  
 

 
Newsletter Item: Please contact Pat Munday by mid-day Thursday for any items to be 
included.  
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Mass Times for Week 20th to 27th September  
 

Sat.   19th Sept  6.00pm Mass –  People of the Parish Monmouth  

Sun 20th Sept 

9.15am Mass –  Wendy Sweeting Monmouth 

11.00am Mass  -  Franciszek Leliedowicz Llanarth 

Mon 21st Sept  9.15am 
Mass -   Maria Hubert von Staufer 

Feast of St. Matthew 
Monmouth 

Tue.    22nd Sept  9.15am Mass –   Doris Kelly Monmouth 

Wed.   23rd Sept 10.30am Mass –   Special Intention Llanarth 

Thur.  24th Sept 9.15am Mass –   Irena Materklas Monmouth 

 Fri 25th Sept 9.15am Mass –   Special Intention Monmouth 

 Sat.   26th Sept 10.30am Mass -    Holy Souls Monmouth 

 
 

26th   Sunday of Ordinary Time 
27th September 

 

Sat. 26th Sept 6.00pm Mass -    Cookson Thanksgiving Monmouth 

Sun. 27th Sept 

9.15am Mass –   David Gillespie Monmouth 

11.00am Mass -    People of the Parish Llanarth 

 
 

 

Date 
Eucharistic 

Minister 
Reader Welcomer 

Sat.  19
th

 September 
Sun. 20

th
 September 

Mr Robert Derricott 
Mrs Catherine Close 

Mrs Elizabeth Allcock 
Mrs Beatrice Brook 

Mrs Shelagh Adams 
Mrs Juliet Sweeting 

Sat. 26
th

 September 
Sun. 27

th
 September 

Mrs Anne Dunne 
Mrs Frances Cloud 

Mr Sean Dunne 
Mrs C. Coolican-Smith 

Mrs Pat Munday 
Ms Faye McGrath 

 


